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Timeline

   1986 2005 2009 2015 2017 2021



Grad school:
College 2.0



Zink Lab - mesoporous silica nanoparticles for drug delivery



Outreach, Extracurriculars, and Graduation



What I Learned

● Project management
● Problem solving & 

troubleshooting
● Time management
● Self management
● Self efficacy
● Grant writing process 

(NSF, DTRA)



Nonprofits:
Like startups, but social 
impact bottom line



Technovation (formerly known as Iridescent)



Platform



USC, Family Science, Professional Development



Interviewing & making videos with creative teams



What I Learned

● Program management
● Adapting & multiple hats
● Public speaking & 

communication
● Work travel & TSA precheck
● End to end video production & 

animation
● Working with different types 

of people
● Grants & proposals, 

collaborations



Academia:
Like nonprofits, but more 
infrastructure



National Nanotechnology Coordinated Infrastructure - NSF Funded



Education



Outreach



What I Learned

● People management & 
influence

● Leadership skills
● Working with 

academics
● University operations & 

politics
● NSF grant process



Industry:
Fast and slow



Academic Partnerships & University Programs

Synopsys is an American electronic 
design automation company that focuses 
on silicon design and verification, silicon 
intellectual property and software security 
and quality.



What I Learned

● Corporate lingo is an entirely 
different language for each 
company

● High levels of security and 
privacy

● Global view of work & impact
● Working with a large amount 

of people
● Much more infrastructure is 

good and bad

So far...



Education



final
takeaways

● Work hard and be nice
● “Yes, and” mindset 
● Proactively ask for feedback
● Fit is important! The role and your 

life will change over time
● Stay at a job as long as you can 

add bullet points to your resume
● Your network is extremely helpful
● Don’t be afraid of cold calls or 

using LinkedIn, leveraging help 
from others



Thank you!
https://www.linkedin.com/in/angelahwang


